IS    POLAND    LOST?

Nor was this wonderful girl fighter unique
among Polish women. Among those of her sex
who accompanied her into Polish history and
legend there were many other heroines. There
was, for instance, Maria Raszanowicz and Antonia
Tomaszewszka, who accomplished feats of arms
of which any man might be proud.

Less romantic, but certainly no less useful to
the cause of Polish liberty, was the role played
by other women who, in the absence of their
menfolk, tilled the land and gathered the harvest
in order to provide bread not only for their
children and themselves, but also for the armies
in the field. These were the nameless heroines of
the rising. The women of the upper classes also
did their share not only in organizing the rising,
but also in ensuring that the champions of liberty
should suffer no preventable privation at the
battle front. Many of them sacrificed all they
possessed and recoiled from no personal hardship
in serving their country. Women, like Mme
Potocka, Mme Hoffman, Mme Sowinska and
others, will always be remembered by Poland and
the Polish people with reverence. They were all
enormously wealthy and happily married. But
they placed everything in the service of their
country's independence, their money, as well as
their freedom, their social status, their very
femininity.

In this connection it is only necessary to mention
the Countess Maria Walewska, who exercised such
a tremendous influence on Napoleon. It is true
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